INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS majors often pursue careers in international relations.


Diverse work environments


Government
Foreign service
State Department
USAID
Central Intelligence Agency
Defense Intelligence Agency
Senate Comm on Foreign Relations
House Comm on Foreign Affairs

International Organizations
United Nations
NATO
European Union
Center for Disease Control
International Monetary Fund
World Bank
ASEAN


Think Tanks
Brookings Institute
Heritage Foundation
Center for Strategic and International Studies
Intl Institute of Strategic Studies
Institute for Ag/Trade Policy

Non-Governmental Orgs 
Oxfam
Save the Children
Human Rights Watch
Amnesty Internationals
National Public Radio
CARE International
Catholic Relief Services
International Red Cross


Philanthropic Foundations
Ford or Rockefeller Foundations
Open Society Institute

Private Sector
Banks (ex. Goldman Sachs)
Consulting firms (ex. Booz Allen Hamilton)
Corporate Social Responsibility
Government contractors
MNCs (ex. Unilever; Amazon)
Trading/importing/exporting

Social Enterprise
Microfinance
Ethical labeling (ex. Rainforest)
Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade
Areas of expertise


Agricultural research/extension
Arms trade
Banking and financial services
Business and entrepreneurship
Climate change
Conflict (ethnic, religious, other)
Counter terrorism
Cross-cultural education
Cultural diplomacy
Cyber security
Diplomacy
Ecotourism
Election monitoring
Energy/renewable energy
Environmental policy
Fair trade
Food sovereignty/security
Foreign policy
Gender issues
Human rights
Human trafficking
Humanitarian aid/relief
Hunger
International education
Illicit economic activities 
Immigration and migration Intellectual property rights
Intelligence
International Development
Investment and banking
Natural resources
Nutrition and Food Security
Nuclear non-proliferation
Oil 
Peacekeeping
Philanthropy/fundraising
Refugee support
Regional trade networks
Renewable energy
Science and technology
Supply chain management
Trade negotiations
Water rights/management


Specialized skills


Foreign language and translation
Non-profit management
Political risk analysis
Marketing/sales
Writing/journalism
Research/policy analysis
Qualitative data analysis
Quantitative data analysis
Documentary film-making
Media/communications
Interviewing and field research
Diplomacy
Conflict mediation
Impact analysis
Natural disaster response 



This list is not comprehensive but provides some ideas and inspiration for careers in this field.
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I am an INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS major. What are my next steps for thinking about a career?


THINK about your passions, interests, values, intellectual trajectory, and ideas about a life's work:

· Practical Idealists: Changing the World and Getting Paid by Alissa Wilson, John Hammock, and Ann Barham

· Making a Difference: 50 Ways to Love Your Country by MoveOn.org

· A Life Inspired: Tales of Peace Corps Service by the Peace Corps


IDENTIFY an exciting career trajectory:

· Career guide divided by subject and sector: http://www.apsia.org/career-guide/

· Careers in International Affairs, 8th Edition (Carland and Faber, Georgetown University Press)

· International Jobs: Where They Are and How to Get Them by Nina Segal and Eric Kocher 

· US foreign service: http://careers.state.gov/work/foreign-service/officer

· Careers with US State Dept., USAID, CIA, and other agencies: http://careers.state.gov/work/related-careers 


FIND the right job:

·  Resources for finding work overseas: http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/79765.htm

·  International job/internship/volunteer opportunity database: http://www.idealist.org/

·  Businesses and organizations, organized by subject: http://ase.tufts.edu/ir/career/irCareers.htm (click on ‘supplement’)

· Think tanks by subject: http://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/think_tank_search


SELECT a graduate school/program, get in, and make the most of it:

· Making a Difference Colleges: Distinctive Colleges to Make a Better World by Miriam Weinstein (includes graduate schools)

· Making it Into a Top Graduate School by Howard Greene and Mathew Greene

· Getting What You Came For: The Smart Student's Guide to Earning a MA or a PhD by Robert Peters

· APSIA (Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs) grad school list: http://www.apsia.org/member-schools/ 

· How to Write a Winning Personal Statement for Graduate and Professional School by Richard Stelzer
