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Lewis & Clark’s Pamplin Society of Fellows has named Associate Professor of 
English Karen Gross the 2019 Teacher of the Year. Gross, who specializes in 
medieval literature, has been at Lewis & Clark since 2005. She holds a master’s 
degree from Cambridge University and PhD from Stanford University.

Created in 1994, the Teacher of the Year award honors faculty members who 
go above and beyond to enhance students’ learning experience both within 
and beyond the classroom. Winners are selected annually by a committee of 
Pamplin Society fellows from nominations the society collects from the student 
body.

Gross, a prolific scholar and author, has also contributed to Lewis & Clark and 
the lives of her students as the leader of two overseas study programs, and as 
fellowships advisor for the college, providing guidance and support to students 
seeking information about national grants and awards. Katie Kowal BA ’17, 
recently named a Rhodes Scholar, thanked Gross personally for her counsel. 
In 2008, Gross was recognized with the Graves Award for humanities teaching 
excellence.

“There’s enjoying a subject, and there’s allowing the warmth of it to bleed 
into and define the practice of teaching,” said Tian-Ai Aldridge BA ’19, who 
presented the Teacher of the Year award. “I’m so inspired by all the work we do 
together and all the journeying we do together, in our studies and in our art,” 
said Gross. “This means so much.”
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english Majors esTablish LC DanCe ComPany

The connection between the English department and dance has been long-standing, especially 
with the involvement of majors with the Theatre department’s fall performance Dance X, the 
student-produced Dance Y show in the spring, and Professor Rishona Zimring’s exploration of 
dance, which can be seen in her book Social Dance and the Modernist Imagination in Interwar 
Britain (2016). Such an overlap in the interest of movement and literature was emphasized when 
majors Kelleen Cummings (‘18) and Sydney Owada (‘19) established LC Dance Company with 
Abbie St. Vaughn (‘18) in 2018. LC Dance Company is now largely responsible for running 
workshops and Dance Y; once run without structural support, Dance Y will have had its first 
funded performance in its 8-year run this spring. 

The creation of LCDC was in response to the strong desire to provide a movement space for 
students that did not require them to participate in Dance X or Y to gain dance experience as well 
as to make Dance Y part of a larger dance company that engaged culturally with both the LC and 
Portland dance communities. The push for inclusivity mirroed Cummings’ own investigation of 
how to stay involved with movement when the body is unable; under the guidance of Professor 
Zimring, Cummings found herself writing constantly about the body for her Virginia Woolf 
seminar paper as well as for her poetry portfolio. Owada similarly finds the shared qualities 
between dance and literature influential; during the choreography process for Dance X, she let 
the medieval poem Pearl inform the images recurring throughout her piece as well as allowed the 
work to inspire the representation of the perceptions of grief.

Sydney Owada

nataLie Diaz aT lewis & clark
Arista Engineer

“What a strange and lucky thing that we have come to poetry,” says 
Natalie Diaz, paraphrasing Mark Strand during her poetry reading 
at  Lewis & Clark College on February 7th, 2019.   What a strange 
and lucky thing that we had the opportunity to welcome her here.

Diaz is a Lannan Literary Fellow and a Native Arts Council 
Foundation Artist Fellow. She was awarded a Bread Loaf 
Fellowship, the Holmes National Poetry Prize, a Hod-
der Fellowship, and a PEN/Civitella Ranieri Foundation 
Residency, as well as a US Artists Ford Fellowship. Diaz 
teaches at the Arizona State University Creative Writing 
MFA program.

In addition to reading poems from her collection When My 
Brother Was an Aztec, Diaz shared pieces she was working 
on. These were interspersed with a discussion of her general 
writing process and experience with specific poems. “I 
come to poems that show me something of my life; that ask 
me questions,” she said, talking about the appeal of leaning 
into the unknown, to take an image and use the process 
of writing to “crack it open like an egg.” Sharing from her 
collaborative project with Ada Limón, “Envelopes of Air”, 
Diaz emphasised the advantages of having another voice or 
specific audience to directly interact with.

After the reading, it was clear that her careful attention and 
generosity to the world not only manifested in her poetry, 
but also in the time that she took to speak to each person-
while signing books. The advanced poetry writing class had 
the incredible opportunity to have dinner with Diaz and 
Lewis & Clark professors Mary Szybist and Jerry Harp that 
night. The evening left everyone with a head full of power-
fully strange images and the desire to explore them through 
poetry.



Whether it be through classroom engagement, exhibit curation, 
or access to unique research materials, Watzek Library Special 
Collections and Archives is a valuable partner with Lewis & 
Clark’s English Department. 

Just ending this month is Shaping the Bible: 500 Years of In-
terpretation, Translation, and Reformation. Curated by Emily 
Price (English ‘18), Sydney Owada (English ‘19), Mae Johnson 
(Art History ‘19), and Robert Kugler (Paul S. Wright Profes-
sor of Christian Studies), this exhibit explored the ways readers 
adapted the Bible to suit their needs with a particular focus on 
translation and annotation. The display featured manuscripts 
and print works from the fifteenth to twentieth century, includ-
ing a 1574 German Luther Bible and a 1638 Geneva Bible.  
Professor Rishona Zimring will consult with Special Collections 
on exhibits associated with the upcoming Modernist Studies As-
sociation conference in Portland in the fall of 2022. This will be 
Prof. Zimring’s second collaboration with Special Collections, 
having curated in 2013 with Casey Newbegin (English ‘12) E. 
McKnight Kauffer, Gwen Raverat, and the Illustration of Moder-
nity. (Poet, teacher, and archivist Paul Merchant also contrib-
uted to that show.)

Many English majors have recently held practica in Special 
Collections, working under the supervision of Dr. Hannah 
Crummé, Head of Special Collections and College Archivist. 
Bryan Miller (English ’20) currently contributes to Vietnamese 
Portland: Memory, History, Community, a multi-year project 
documenting the experience of Vietnamese Americans in Port-
land. Justin Howerton (English ’21) has been assisting Associate 
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revivaL of The fir acres wriTing workshop

After a three-year hiatus, the Fir Acres Writing 
Workshop has been revived. The massively suc-
cessful creative writing program took place this 
summer on campus and hosted sixty students 
and five faculty leaders from all corners of the 
United States. 
 
The Fir Acres Writing and Thinking Workshop 
began in 1989 as a supplemental program as-
sociated with Bard College. English professor 
Don Waters has revived the creative writing 
program and re-named it the Fir Acres Writing 
Workshop. Waters implemented a new curricu-
lum with closer focus on fiction, poetry, and 
creative nonfiction, and he’s emphasized the 
importance of students getting out and explor-
ing the city of Portland. This summer, Waters 
incorporated some of the schedules from past 
years as a logistical guide to planning events

Professor Karen Gross with cataloguing the medieval manuscript 
fragments. Beja Wolf (English ’19) participated on Medicine in 
the West: Power, Authority, and Knowledge Exchange between 
Native Americans and the Corps of Discovery, an exhibit done in 
partnership with the Ray Warren Symposium on Race and Ethnic 
Studies.  

Some exhibits connected with recent symposia have also drawn 
upon the Kirschner-Moskowicz Collection, donated by retired 
Senior Lecturer Susan Kirschner; this trove of correspondence and 
papers spans 150 years, giving insight into the professional and 
personal lives of a prominent Austrian-Jewish family, including 
the archaeologist Otto Benndorf and the medical pioneer Ludwig 
Moskowicz. 

Dr. Crummé is especially interested in developing Special 
Collections’ holdings in rare or unique editions of literature that 
can be used in teaching. In early April, the College acquired a 1687 
edition of Thomas Speght’s collected works of Chaucer, which 
features a frontispiece of the poet with heraldic lineage and a 
glossary in which “Old and Obscure Words [are] Explained.” This 
volume complements the College’s copy of Ben Jonson’s first folio 
from 1616.  

But it is not just early literature that Special Collections holds. 
Watzek is the depository for the papers of William Stafford, who 
taught at LC for over thirty years. Thanks to Prof. Emeritus John 
Callahan, the College holds a rich collection of materials related to 

(continued on page 7)

Partnership & Involvement in Special Collections

Justin Howerton and Don Waters

and activities, but nearly everything else was a product of his own vision. His 
modus operandi for the program is to create an inviting artistic community in 
which students and faculty feel comfortable sharing, generating, and revising fic-
tion, poetry, and creative nonfiction in an open and inclusive community. As part 
of the Workshop’s dynamic curriculum, Waters also introduced electives into the 
program, which students selected during the first week based on their preferences. 
This year the electives were Social Justice and the Creative Writer, Magical Real-
ism, Japanese Poetry, Flash Fiction, and Surrealism and the Avant-Garde.

This year’s workshop staff was one of the components that distinguished the 
workshop from past iterations. The faculty included writers who teach at Harvard, 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop, Washington University, and the University of Hawaii. 
Coming from incredibly diverse and specialized backgrounds, the faculty are also 
prolific writers in their fields. In past years the writing instructors often came from 
academic backgrounds. This characteristic does not detract from their literary 
capabilities in any way, but a trained faculty of working writers benefited the pro-
gram and exposed the students to the ins-and-outs of “the writing life.”

(continued on Page 6)

Sydney Owada



Kristin Fujie had an exciting year of 
teaching that involved two courses 
she’d never taught before: a senior semi-
nar focused on “Regional Modernism” 
and the English department’s survey of 
African American Literature.  Both were 
incredible learning experiences and, as 
usual, she had her wonderful students 
to thank for it.  She is currently work-
ing on an essay devoted to Faulkner’s 
first novel, titled ‘Two Rotten Tricks’: 
War and Sex in Soldiers’ Pay.”  Her arti-
cle, “‘Through a Piece of Colored Glass’: 
Faulkner, Race, and Mediation,” will 
be published in Modern Fiction Studies 

this coming fall.  She is looking forward 
to her upcoming sabbatical, which she 
plans to spend reading widely, writing 
freely, and maybe, just maybe, finally 
watching Game of Thrones.  

This summer, Karen Gross visited the 
Abbey of Montecassino for a week-long 
manuscripts workshop. She recently re-
ceived a fellowship from the New York 

Public Library to support a few weeks of 
research with their collections.

Jerry Harp’s poems appear in recent is-
sues of december, Notre Dame Review, 
and Presence. His review of Tracy K. 
Smith’s most recent book of poems is 
forthcoming in Pleiades. With LC alum 
Erica Terpening-Romeo, he co-authored 
“Uncertain Text: Student and Teacher
Find Their Way Onstage in Romeo and 
Juliet” forthcoming in How and Why 
We Teach Shakespeare (Routledge). He 
appears as a talking head in the short 
documentary “From Storyteller to Cy-
berspace: The Legacy of Walter J. Ong.” 
Lately he has been collaborating with 
LC Theatre professor Stepan Simek on 
the latter’s translations of the plays of 
Anton Chekhov.

Andrea Hibbard’s article “Cannibal-
ism and the Late-Victorian Adventure 
Novel: The Queen v. Dudley and Stephens 
was published in the May 2019 issue of 
ELT (English Literature in Transition).   
She also spent six weeks of summer 2018 
doing research with L&C English major 
Cassidy Curra.  The project was funded 
by a L&C faculty-student collaborative 
research grant. The title of the proj-
ect was “The Clitheroe Abduction Case, 
Mona Caird, and the Late-Victorian 
Marriage Question.” 

Mary Szybist was awarded the 2019 
George W. Hunt, S.J., Prize for Journal-
ism, Arts & Letters for outstanding work 

in the category of Poetry.  The prize is 
given annually, alternating between the 
genres of fiction, nonfiction, and po-
etry, by the Saint Thomas More Center 
at Yale University and the directors of 
America Media.  This year Mary also won 
a Pushcart Prize for her poem “Walking 
In Fast-Falling Dusk What is between Us 
Besides,” originally published in the Paris 
Review.  She will be teaching at the 2019 
Middlebury Bread Loaf Writers’ Confer-
ence in Vermont this summer.

Rishona Zimring participated in two 
international conferences on literary 
modernism this past summer. She gave 
a paper on Virginia Woolf and medical 
humanities in Nancy, France, and a pa-
per on Katherine Mansfield’s journal-
ism and theories of “surface reading” in 
Krakow, Poland. She reports that both 
conferences, which were relatively 
small, provided excellent opportunities 
to exchange ideas about scholarship 
and teaching with scholars and artists 
from many different countries, includ-
ing not only France and Poland, but the 
UK, Iran, Italy, Germany, Slovakia, China, 
Japan, India, New Zealand, and Romania, 
among others.

faCuLty news & uPDates

aLumni news & uPDates

Tian-Ai Aldridge (‘19) iwas selected as one of ten poets for this 
summer’s  Bucknell Seinar at the Stadler Center for Poetry & Literary 
Arts. 

Journey Fetter (‘18) will be pursuing an MFA at Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Cole Hildebrand (‘17)  will be          commencing an MA in English 
at New York University.

Prachi Jha (‘09) has co-founded Daak” Postcads from the Attic, a cu-
ration of neglected literary and artistic works from the Indian subcon-
tinent, which are shared through weekly emailed newsletters (http://
daak.co.n) ; Prachi discussed this enterprise in a recent TEDX talk.

Maya Macomie (‘12) is beginning an MFA in poetry at The Ohio 
State University.

Morgan Mitchell (‘16) will be pursuing an MA in English at New 
York University. 

Sydney Owada (‘19) begins her PhD in English this fall at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. 

Emily Price (‘18), currently a doctoral student in English at the 
Graudate Center, CUNY, was named a 2019 New York Botanical 
Garden-Humanities Institute research fellow. This summer, she will be 
working with on De secretis nature, or the Book of Secrets, researching 
its widespread use as an underground source of scientific knowledge 
with an eye toward raising public awareness of the diversity of scientific 
thought and medical practice in the medieval period.

Kevin Ryan (‘15) is completing his MS in Education at Purdue. He is 
still passionate about the Middle Ages.
 
Hannah Salvo (‘19) has been selected for the Japan Exchange and 
Teaching Program (JET), a government initiative that employs native 
English speakers as language teachers throughout Japan. Founded in 
1987, JET fosters cultural understanding and a global sense of commu-
nity between Japan and foreign countries through language education. 
Hannah will be in Japan for at least one year, with the possibility of 
staying for up to five years. 

Haines Whitacre (‘17) will be starting an MFA at the University of 
Washington.
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sTudenT awards & honors
2018 dixon award recipienT, kaTie MiTchelTree

Katie Mitcheltree (‘19), used her grant to re-
search the papers of Mary Borden, a female writer 
who published poetry and short stories while 
serving as a nurse at the front line during World 
War I. Katie was interested in the under-represen-
tation of female voices in the poetry of World War 
I, despite close proximity to battles, which placed 
them under direct threat of gunfire and artillery 
and forced them to deal with the bloody after-
math of combat.

Over the summer of 2018, Katie traveled to two 
archives to examine Ms. Bordern’s papers: the 
Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center at Bos-
ton University and the Churchill Archive Center 

at the University of Cambridge in England. She 
examined manuscripts of Mary Borden’s World 
War I book, The Forbidden Zone, poems Borden 
wrote during the battles of the Somme, as well as 
personal correspondence and letters exchanged 
between Borden and her second husband while at 
the front.

Katie presented her project, Gender and the Role 
of War Literature in Shaping Collective Memory: 
The Wartime Writings of Mary Borden, in the fall. 
Her project explored a prominent theme in both 
Borden’s published writings and personal cor-
respondance: memory, remembrance, and the role 
of writing in shaping collective memories of war.

2019 jerrY bauM award recipienT, brendan nagle

This year’s recipient of the 2019 Jerry Baum Award 
is Brendan Nagle for his paper, “A Dead World 
and an Immortal Fish: Virginia Woolf, Montage, 
and Temporal Collapse.” 

The Jerry Baum Award was established in 2007 by 
the Department of English, alumni, family, and 
friends to honor the memory of beloved profes-
sor R. Jerold (Jerry) Baum. The recipient is a se-
nior whose senior-seminar paper addresses the 
relationship between literature and history and is 
recognized as outstanding by the English faculty.  
A $250 prize accompanies the award.

Brendan’s paper began as an investigation into 
Woolf ’s relationship to cinema, looking at the 

ways that the burgeoning art of film might have 
had an impact on her writing. Given the distinct 
visual quality of her work, as well as her close 
proximity to the Post-Impressionist movement, 
she is often analyzed in relation to painting, but 
cinema, particularly cinematic montage, would 
seem just as important an influence on her par-
tiular style. From there he used Walter Benjamin’s 
theories regarding modern technologies to con-
nect Woolf ’s attitude towards the cinema to an 
experience she writes about in “The Sun and the 
Fish”. Brendan’s paper argued that cinema, just as 
does a solar eclipse in that essay, has the power to 
break down boundaries of time. 

Brendan Nagle

2019 senior poeTrY prize award

This year’s winner of the Academy of 
American Poets Prize Contest goes to 
Yumi Wilson for her poem, “Ghost, 
Flower, Fish.” Virginia Swenson 
received honorable mention for her 
poem, “In Spring.”   

Yumi Wilson 

This year’s winner of the Lewis 
& Clark Fiction Award goes to 
Arista Engineer for her piece, 
“At His Feet.”
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Honors Theses 2019
Tian-Ai Aldridge, The Fractal of Salvation: the theodicy of T.S. 
Eliot’s Four Quartets in literary, symbolic, and structural variation
 
Arista Engineer, Make Salads, Not War: Harmony and Fluidity in 
The Floure and the Leafe

Noah Foster-Koth, Angling Beneath the Surface: Reading the Fish 
in Virginia Woolf ’s Essays, Novels and Short Fiction

Sophie March, Limits and the Potential for Divine Communion: 
Intimations and Experiences of the Transcendent in T.S. Eliot’s 
Four Quartets, Julian of Norwich’s Revelations of Divine Love, and 
Dante Alighieri’s Commedia

Katie Mitcheltree, “It Knew No Boundaries”: War Trauma and 
Cultural Trauma in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony

Sydney Owada, God “the maker, the keper, the lover”: Emotion, 
Estrangement, and Epistemology in Julian of Norwich’s A Revela-
tion of Love

Grace Wilson, Reading Through “The Sad Heart of Ruth”: Sympa-
thy, Exile, and Company in Keats’s “Ode to a Nightingale” 

2019 Senior Fiction Award

Arista Engineer



A Letter From the ChAir
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Dear friends of the English Department,

As we look forward to the coming school year, the Depart-
ment is anticipating a significant change to Miller Fourth 
Floor: our administrative coordinator, Debbie Richman, who 
has served both English and History for 10 years, is leaving 
in October to assume the role of Executive Assistant in the 
Dean’s Office. During her time here, Debbie has worked with 
four different English department chairs. She has helped us 
design course schedules, planned events, run search commit-
tees, supervised our work study students, and managed the 
budget. It will be hard to see her go. We will miss her exper-
tise, her patience with our foibles, and her cheerful smile. Please join me in 
wishing her the best in her new position. Congratulations, Debbie—we know you will do well!

Best, 

Rachel Cole

revivaL of The fir acres wriTing workshop (Continued from Page 3)

In addition to three daily classes, there was an evening series of distinguished guest speakers, 
notably Lewis & Clark’s very own Mary Szybist, who welcomed students and gave talks during 
the two-week of the program.

The program boasted off-campus excursions into nearby Tryon Creek and other Portland sites 
such as Powell’s City of Books, the Portland Art Museum, the neighborhoods of Alberta Arts, 
Hawthorne, and Mississippi Avenue, and of course the Oregon Coast. Not only did these class 
trips introduce students to the surrounding area, but they served as sources of inspiration and 
revitalization during a period packed so tightly with workshops and writing. At the end of the 
Workshop, students compiled portfolios to share with their Workshop leader and their selected 
work was also included in the Fir Acres Anthology.



in memoriAm: WiLLiAm e. LuCht 
William E. Lucht, Professor Emeritus of English, passed away Friday, April 12, in his Portland home at age 96. Bill was born in 
Davenport in 1922 and grew up in Iowa.  He had completed at least a year of college before being called up for World War II. 
Trained as an infantryman, he was shipped overseas, where he was stationed in Britain and fought in France.  He met Valerie in 

Britain in 1945. In 1946 when she was able to secure passage over on a 
Norwegian troop ship, they were married in Cambridge, Mass. 

Bill was among the early beneficiaries of the GI Bill, graduating from 
Harvard and returning to Iowa for graduate study.  At the University, of 
Iowa Valerie and he met William and Dorothy Stafford, Stafford back to 
school from Lewis & Clark when Morgan O’Dell encouraged faculty to 
pursue further graduate study in order to relieve the college budget dur-
ing a slump.  They became close friends, and Stafford encouraged Bill to 
consider Lewis & Clark. Bill applied when he completed the doctorate 
and started teaching at the college in1960.

 Professor Lucht’s curricular focus was Shakespeare and 17th-century 
British literature.  He brought to the presentation of his poets, Shake-
speare, Donne, Herbert, Marvell, who themselves so valued wit, his own 
quiet grace and dry humor.  He carried his teaching beyond the class-
room, leading LC students on several overseas study groups to Britain, 
and for years sustaining the summer “Shakespeare in Ashland” program 
that drew both students and alumni. 

His own research interest in Shakespeare centered on the interpretative 
nuances that grew out of experimental approaches to the plays’ perfor-
mances.  In this vein, he was often consulted on campus when Shake-
speare’s or other 17th-century plays were to be staged; and he pursued 
his study in theater archives in Britain and Ashland. 

Bill retired from Lewis & Clark College in 1987.  He is survived by his wife, Valerie, and their daughters, Wendy (LC ’72) and 
Sarah, and sons, Philip (LC ‘89) and Alec as well as Wendy’s partner Harvey James,  Sarah’s husband, Don Alder, and Philip’s wife, 
Jo Dickinson.

-- Written by Jack Hart, Professor Emeritus of English    

PartnershiP anD invoLvement in sPeCiaL CoLLeCtions (Continued from Page 3)

Three Days before the Shooting, which Prof. Callahan and Adam Bradley (English ’96) edited for Modern Library (2010). The 
College also holds Katherine Dunn’s papers, some of which were displayed in the 2017 exhibit The Horror of Normalcy: Katherine 
Dunn, Geek Love, and Cult Literature, curated by Assistant Professor with Term Mike Mirabile and Sydney Owada. Oregon Poetic 
Voices, assembled by then-Head of Special Collections and College Archivist Doug Erickson, is a comprehensive sound archive of 
Oregon poets from 1987-2012.  

And the poets of tomorrow are also supported by Special Collections, with ENG 401 students designing broadsides for printing 
through the library’s own Berberis Press, with guidance from Zach Selley, Associate Head of Special Collections and College Archi-
vist.  

Thanks, Special Collections. Here’s to future collaborations!


